
Series editor’s foreword

Over the past twenty years Ireland has undergone enormous social, cultural
and economic change. From a poor, peripheral country on the edge of Europe
with a conservative culture dominated by tradition and Church, Ireland
transformed into a global, cosmopolitan country with a dynamic economy.
At the heart of the processes of change was a new kind of political economic
model of development that ushered in the so-called Celtic Tiger years, accom-
panied by renewed optimism in the wake of the ceasefires in Northern Ireland
and the peace dividend of the Good Friday Agreement. As Ireland emerged
from decades of economic stagnation and The Troubles came to a peaceful
end, the island became the focus of attention for countries seeking to emulate
its economic and political miracles. Every other country, it seemed, wanted to
be the next Tiger, modelled on Ireland’s successes. And then came the
financial collapse of 2008, the bursting of the property bubble, bank bailouts,
austerity plans, rising unemployment and a return to emigration. From being
the paradigm case of successful economic transformation, Ireland has
become an internationally important case study of what happens when an
economic model goes disastrously wrong.

The Irish Society series provides a critical, interdisciplinary and in-depth
analysis of Ireland that reveals the processes and forces shaping social,
economic, cultural and political life, and their outcomes for communities and
social groups. The books seek to understand the evolution of social, economic
and spatial relations from a broad range of perspectives, and explore the chal-
lenges facing Irish society in the future given present conditions and policy
instruments. The series examines all aspects of Irish society including, but not
limited to: social exclusion, identity, health, welfare, life cycle, family life and
structures, labour and work cultures, spatial and sectoral economy, local and
regional development, politics and the political system, government and
governance, environment, migration and spatial planning. The series is
supported by the Irish Social Sciences Platform (ISSP), an all-island platform
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of integrated social science research and graduate education focusing on the
social, cultural and economic transformations shaping Ireland in the twenty-
first century. Funded by the Programme for Research in Third Level
Institutions, the ISSP brings together leading social science academics from
all of Ireland’s universities and other third-level institutions.

Given the marked changes in Ireland’s fortunes over the past two decades
it is important that rigorous scholarship is applied to understand the forces at
work, how they have affected different people and places in uneven and
unequal ways, and what needs to happen to create a fairer and prosperous
society. The Irish Society series provides such scholarship.

Rob Kitchin
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