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Mags Adams, PhD, is a senior research co- ordinator in the interdisciplinary 
Institute of Citizenship, Society and Change at the University of Central 
Lancashire. She has led recent projects exploring urban food landscapes and ways 
of tackling urban food poverty. She is the chair of the Food Geographies Working 
Group of the RGS- IBG and chairs a sub- group of the Greater Manchester Food 
Poverty Alliance on the underlying causes of food poverty.

Giuseppe Aliperti, PhD, has ten years of international working experience in the 
tourism industry with a special focus on marketing and MICE. Former visiting 
scientist at the Disaster Prevention Research Institute, Kyoto University, and at 
the United Nations University (UNU- EHS), his research interest focuses on the 
relationship between the tourism industry and disaster risk management. After 
completing the International PhD in Change and Complexity Management at 
Scuola Superiore Sant’Anna, Pisa (Italy), he has been awarded the JSPS Fellowship 
and since 2018 he is Post- Doc Researcher at Kyoto University, focusing on risk 
communication to tourists.

Melissa Barker is a teacher in geography at a secondary school but was previ-
ously a research assistant on the Incredible Edible project. Melissa’s work mainly 
revolved around qualitative research and grassroots sustainability. She has resided in 
Todmorden for most of her life and thus explored her town as both a resident and 
researcher.

Luke Beesley, PhD, is a research fellow at the James Hutton Institute, Aberdeen. 
He has a broad interest in soils, specifically improving degraded urban and 
contaminated soils using organic amendments. In this respect he is particularly 
interested in how degraded brownfield sites may be reclaimed by the addition of 
recycled wastes, and how stabilisation using vegetation can be promoted on these 
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sites. More recently, Luke has been involved in several projects exploring urban 
agriculture and contaminated soils.

Chiara Certomà is Marie Skłodowska- Curie Fellow at the Centre for 
Sustainable Development (CDO), Ghent University. Chiara’s research interest lies 
at the junction of the two macro areas of science, society and technology studies 
and space, society and the environment. Her work focuses on innovative modes of 
geographical production, planning and governance performed by heterogeneous, 
multilayered and multiscalar networks.

Alma Clavin, PhD, has a background in geography, planning and design. She has 
published research on wellbeing in urban environments and wellbeing impacts of 
urban food growing. Her current post as Lecturer in Urban Geography reflects her 
additional research interest in critical pedagogy and critical participative enquiry 
in urban areas.

Efrat Eizenberg is an environmental psychologist and an assistant professor 
at the Faculty of Architecture and Town Planning, The Technion. Her research 
topics include urban nature and landscape perception, planning with communi-
ties, urban regeneration, urban struggles and the politics of space. She is the author 
of From the Ground Up: Community Gardens in New York City and the Politics of 
Spatial Transformation (Routledge, 2016).

Runrid Fox- Kämper is Head of Research Group Built Environment at the ILS 
Research Institute for Regional and Urban Development in Aachen, Germany. 
Her research interests include adapting residential areas to social change and the 
role of green infrastructure in urban development. She was chair of COST Action 
TU1201 Urban Allotment Gardens in European Cities.

Beata J. Gawryszewska, PhD, is a landscape architect and associate professor in 
the Department of Landscape Art at Warsaw University of Life Sciences WULS –  
SGGW, Poland, and alumnus of WULS –  SGGW. She specialises in the theory 
of garden and the inhabited space, e.g. home garden, allotment garden, neigh-
bourhood yard and community space. She is the author of a number of projects 
and realisations of social, community and family gardens as well as numerous 
publications on the art of gardening, social space analysis, urban inhabiting space 
revitalisation, home and social space design theory and management.

Michael Hardman, PhD, is Lecturer in Geography at the University of Salford.  
He is the author of Informal Urban Agriculture: The Secret Lives of Guerrilla Gardeners, 
the first book in the Springer international urban agricultural series. Mike’s research 
is interdisciplinary which crosses planning, ecology, geography, sociology and other 

Chiara Certomà, Susan Noori, and Martin Sondermann - 9781526126108
Downloaded from manchesterhive.com at 05/25/2023 03:10:57AM

via free access



Contributorsxii

disciplinary boundaries: he has several book chapters, a variety of journal articles 
and has keynoted at major international events on urban agriculture.

Maciej Łepkowski, MSc, is a PhD student in the Department of Landscape 
Art in Warsaw University of Life Sciences (WULS), Poland. With a Master in 
Philosophy, he was a participant of postgraduate studies in ‘Public space, art and 
democracy: Relations and possibilities’ at the University of Social Psychology. He 
is a member of the art collective Parque- no and Lab of Commons Foundation 
and co- creator of events and projects in the border of art, culture animation and 
activism.

Sofia Nikolaidou, PhD, is an urban and regional planner. She received her PhD 
in 2012 from the School of Architecture, Department of Urban and Regional 
Planning, National Technical University of Athens, Greece. She is currently a 
teaching fellow at Panteion University of Social and Political Sciences, Athens. 
Her research and teaching topics cover spatial planning and new approaches to 
sustainable urban development, with particular focus on urban sprawl, urban– 
rural relationships, local development and green space governance.

Susan Noori, PhD, is a sociologist and a social research consultant. Her PhD 
topic was investigating the social- cultural aspects of housing with a focus on 
compatibility of traditional lifestyles with modern environments. She is an 
affiliated researcher with the Birmingham School of Architecture, where she was 
also a visiting lecturer on the subject of multicultural cities. She was a chair of 
Sociology Working Group COST Action TU1201. Susan’s research interests are 
environment– behaviour interaction, place, culture and gender.

Hannah Pitt, PhD, is a researcher at the Sustainable Places Research Institute, 
Cardiff University. She is a cultural geographer whose research focuses on the 
nature of place and community as experienced in everyday environments, and 
is delivered in partnership with third sector organisations. This has included 
considering community gardens as more- than- human spaces of care and investi-
gating the effectiveness of social initiatives for food sustainability. Current work 
focuses on blue- green spaces as sites of wellbeing, and how environmental man-
agement organisations can foster inclusive public use of shared sites.

Parama Roy is an urban- environmental geographer with a PhD from the 
University of Wisconsin- Milwaukee. She is presently working as a lead researcher 
for Okapi Research & Advisory and an adjunct faculty at the Indian Institute of 
Technology- Madras. In the past she has worked as an assistant professor of geog-
raphy at Georgia State University in the United States and at the University 
of Copenhagen in Denmark. Her work on community gardening and urban 
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greening has been published in peer- reviewed journals such as Urban Affairs 
Review, Geoforum and Space and Polity.

Silvia Sarti, PhD, currently works as postdoctoral researcher at the Institute of 
Management of Sant’Anna School of Advanced Study in Pisa, Italy, working on 
sustainability management. She a former visiting scholar at the School of Public 
Affairs at Arizona State University, Phoenix. She holds a PhD in Management from 
Sant’Anna School of Advanced Study, an MSc in Economics and Management 
and a BA in Business Economics from the University of Perugia, Italy.

Martin Sondermann, PhD, is a cultural geographer and researcher in spatial 
planning. After his studies at Humboldt- Universität zu Berlin he did his PhD 
at Leibniz Universität Hannover on ‘Planning cultures of cooperative urban 
greening’. He was member of COST Action TU1201 and is currently Head of 
Department I ‘Society and Culture’ at the Academy for Spatial Research and 
Planning (ARL) in Hannover, Germany. His research interests are on planning 
cultures, democratic urban development and spatial conflicts.

Anna Wilczyńska, MSc, is a landscape architect, PhD student of Warsaw 
University of Life Sciences, and member of Miastodwa culture- making Association 
in Warsaw, Poland. She studied in Poland and Estonia, and gained experience 
while working in Paris and Warsaw and taking part in international projects and 
workshops. Her research interests are landscape design theory in the context of 
intangible values of social space and its material expression in the process of urban 
change, community and temporary gardening in revitalisation processes, public 
participation and interdisciplinary designing methods.

Lucy Rose Wright is a PhD researcher in human geography in the School 
of Environmental Sciences at the University of Hull. Her research focuses on 
the narratives of the organisers involved in initiating and running urban agri-
culture projects. She has recently completed her thesis titled ‘Urban agri-
culture:  established and emerging projects in Kingston upon Hull, UK and 
Copenhagen, Denmark’. Prior to this, she attained a MSc in Corporate Social 
Responsibility and Environmental Management from the University of York 
and a BSc in Sustainable Product Design from the University of Brighton. Her 
passion for the subject comes from a long- standing interest in understanding 
behaviour change and what motivates people to initiate and persist in developing 
community- based projects. She is also particularly interested in opportunities for 
food and project knowledge facilitation across cities.

Ross Fraser Young is a PhD researcher in human geography in the College 
of Physical Sciences at the University of Aberdeen. His research involves 
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understanding the different forms of urban agriculture, their conceptualisations 
and effects on practitioners. His thesis title is ‘Urban agriculture: concepts and 
practice’. Ross obtained a first class honours in food, nutrition and health at 
Abertay University and spent the subsequent year as a teaching fellow in physi-
ology and food science before taking up his current role as a PhD researcher. His 
passion for the subject comes from a desire to know how food systems can be 
integrated into urban areas and the effects they have on people who interact with 
these spaces.
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