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Reviews
Review of A history of the Northern Ireland Labour Party
‘It is testament to Aaron Edwards that this book on the NILP will be of interest to the general
reader as well as historians. Particularly impressive are the individual portraits of those who
have slipped through the cracks of the North's political map, once giants now footnotes:
Harry Midgley, Tom Boyd, Sam Napier, Vivian Simpson, Billy Boyd. Things are different in the
history books. Edwards' analysis shows teeth, as if learning from his subject's diminution,
baring them in terse, skilful ways. Architects and adherents of the seemingly endless
Unionist-Nationalist cleavage will be thoroughly confounded by Edwards' objectivity. As the
Party foundered on faithful sectarian rocks the faces of those who marshalled its
momentum faded from view, their endeavour a lost tomb. This scholarly but readable work
illuminates a forgotten corner and acknowledges them.’
Connal Parr, Fortnight, No. 475, March/April 2011

Review of Centre-left parties and the European Union
'The study of parties' internal decision-making processes is an important and developing
area of political science. In this book, Isabelle Hertner provides a fascinating comparison of
how three major social-democratic parties in Britain, France and Germany responded to the
key policy issue of European integration and put in place internal structures to deal with it.
She uses an insightful principal-agent approach to uncover power relationships between the
three faces of party organisation in public office, in central office and on the ground, as well
as between parties' sub-national, national and European levels. Based on an impressive
array of methods, including numerous interviews with key actors within the three parties,
this book shows clearly how oligarchic pressures were regularly at work in the selection of
candidates and policies, despite each of the parties priding itself on its open and democratic
structures.'
Dr Tom Quinn, University of Essex
Review of A matter of intelligence
‘Given the wealth of literature that has appeared in recent decades on the victims of Nazism,
it is now rare indeed for a book on the refugees from Hitler in Britain to open up to its
readers an almost completely unexplored area of that history. Yet this is the case with
Charmian Brinson and Richard Dove's study, A Matter of Intelligence: MI5 and the
Surveillance of Anti-Nazi Refugees, 1933-1950’
Anthony Grenville, Association of Jewish Refugees Journal, July 2014
Review of Conservative revolutionary
'One of the most important books in British historiography for decades. Nobody is better
placed than David Hayton to recover Namier's unsurpassed technical mastery of historical
problems. But Hayton is equally alert to Namier's chequered life and overpowering
personality, while his deft and unobtrusively witty style makes this a pleasure to read. A
masterpiece.'
Colin Kidd, author of The Forging of Races: Race and Scripture in the Protestant Atlantic
World, 1600-2000
Review of Corporate and white collar crime in Ireland
'Joe McGrath's study of the regulation of corporate and white-collar crime in Ireland is timely
and important...What emerges is an impressive, context-sensitive account of policy change
which links legal forms to cultural, social and historical factors in an enlightening and
insightful way.'
Paul Almond, University of Reading, Dublin University Law Journal
Review of Critical theory and feeling
'In a Brexit, Trump and "post-truth" world, Simon Mussell gives us first-generation critical theory
tools to think through the emotional politics and political emotions of contemporary discontent.
Chapters focused on hope, conscious un/happiness, and "entanglement of human beings, capital
and objects" create a persuasive case for understanding the centrality of feelings in and for
progressive social change.'
Catherine Lane West-Newman, Senior Lecturer in Sociology and Criminology, University of
Auckland

Review of European labour movements in crisis
'Trade unions are among the most enthusiastic supporters of European integration, and
traditionally espouse doctrines of solidarity and cooperation. In practice however they often
find themselves tied to national interests that send them in an opposite direction. Thomas
Prosser here outlines and, more important, explains how and why this happens. He follows
the behaviour of unions in Germany, France, Spain and Poland during Europe's recent and
on-going crises. Although the story is a depressing one for supporters of Europe and
organised labour, his approach enables him to demonstrate how things could be different.
Prosser's unflinching realism combined with a strong theoretical base means that he avoids
both naive optimism and irredeemable pessimism.'
Colin Crouch, Professor Emeritus, Warwick Business School, and External Scientific
Member, Max Planck Institute for the Study of Societies, Cologne
Review of From partition to Brexit
'Brilliant, lucid and thought-provoking - required reading for anyone who wants to
understand relations between these islands and the importance of the Border.'
David McCullagh. Presenter of the current affairs television programme Prime Time,
and Political Correspondent with RTÉ News
Review of Habermas and European integration
‘A particularly worthwhile read for scholars and postgraduate students of European studies
who are interested in an analysis of the EU beyond the scope of mainstream theories.’
Nele Kortendiek , The London School of Economics, LSE blog
Reviews for Inside Accounts Vol I and Vol II
An outstanding contribution to the contemporary history of Britain and Ireland. While
historical analysis and judgments are always subject to revision, these first-hand accounts by
key participants in the story of the Troubles and the peace process are irreplaceable.'
Sir John Chilcot GCB
'Masterful and magisterial in their sweep and depth, no account of the Northern Ireland
peace process is complete without reference to these two volumes. The interviews are
meticulously framed, capturing the shifting nuances in seemingly intractable positions and
how they were exploited, the attention to building relationships with protagonists, the
behind-the-scenes contacts and conversations, and every shift in gesture. A magnificent
achievement.'
Padraig O'Malley, author of The Uncivil Wars, John Joseph Moakley Distinguished
Professor of Peace and Reconciliation, University of Massachusetts, Boston
Review of Labour, state and society in rural India
'This outstanding book, based on more than a decade of richly textured research illuminates
the character of agrarian social relations in contemporary India and is a major contribution
to understanding of the social implications of India's pursuit of neoliberalism.'
John Harriss, Professor of International Studies, Simon Fraser University
Review of Making social democrats
'Over the years that great democrat, David Marquand, has applied his intellectual prowess to
the most pressing political challenges of the times. In this book his huge contributions to
public discourse are analysed and savoured. A wonderful tribute to a great man.'
Baroness Helena Kennedy QC

Review for Neoliberal lives
'A worthwhile and timely book which seeks to offer an analysis of the limits and the
limitations of neoliberalism both in terms of those areas of social life that have not been
(fully) neoliberalised, and in terms of how neoliberalism can be limited by government
policy, social practices, and social action. It contributes greatly to our understanding of
neoliberalism, offers new insights, and includes a wealth of contributions across important
fields.'
Wolfgang Streeck, Max Planck Institute
Review for Nostalgia and the post-war labour party
'Nostalgia and the Post-War Labour Party.provides a serious contribution to the
understanding of struggles within the Labour Party and raises significant questions about
how parties engage with their own past to their advantage and disadvantage and how the
past informs and sometimes perhaps restricts current politics. Most importantly, it shows
that nostalgia is not simply an issue for the right, for Brexit and Trump voters, but is a
charge that the left too has to deal with.'
Tobias Becker, History Workshop Journal
Review of Our common wealth
'British politics is only now catching up with the reality that public ownership is popular,
possible and potentially transformatory. This book is crucial both in demonstrating the need
for alternatives to our current economic system, exploring what those alternatives might
look like and detailing the lessons we can learn from existing examples of public ownership.'
John McDonnell MP, Shadow Chancellor of the Exchequer
Review of Power, luck and freedom
'An impressive piece of work which brings together thirteen articles published by Dowding
over the course of twenty-five years. The book, which complements and deepens the theses
developed by Dowding in Rationalchoice and political power, relies on formal political theory
and analytical philosophy to shed new light on our understanding of concepts such as power
and freedom.'
Pamela Pansardi, Department of Social and Political Sciences, University of Milan,
Milan, Italy, Journal of Political Power, Vol. 10, No. 3,2017
Review of Propaganda and counter-terrorism
'Simply put, this is the single best book I have ever encountered about propaganda and
information operations, bar none. Dr. Briant shared with me that it took ten years to write
the book, and it shows. Her attention to detail is mind-boggling at times.'
Joel Harding, May 2016
Review of The American Bomb in Britain
‘The American Bomb in Britain is an impressive achievement and significant contribution to
the field. It is highly recommended to academic and public libraries and anyone who has
ever reflected on what was actually special about the Anglo-American 'special relationship.'
H-Diplo, Joseph M. Siracusa, Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology University,
December 2016

Review of The ascent of globalisation
'Blutstein's excellent book serves as a historical road map showing us with the utmost clarity
how it is that the current global order came in to being.'
Dave Mercer, Geographical Research, September 2016
Review of The Great Labour Unrest
'Mates has produced an important and valuable contribution to the historiography of both
the 'Great Labour Unrest' and the 'rise of Labour'. Furthermore, his exceptionally detailed
and convincingly argued case study highlights the crucial importance of understanding local
conditions and circumstances if we are to fully understand national changes'.
David Selway, Sussex University, Twentieth Century British History
Review for The International Co-operative Alliance and the consumer co-operative
movement in northern Europe c. 1860-1939
The study convincingly situates the co-operative movements of Denmark, Sweden, Finland,
and - although less extensively - Norway in the various politics and practices of the
International Co-operative Alliance (ICA).'
Frederik Forrai Ørskov, University of Helsinki, Finland, Scandinavian Journal of History,
2019
Reviews for The uneven path of British Liberalism
'Well-researched, thorough and balanced.'
Sir Vince Cable, Leader of the Liberal Democrats
'Tudor Jones has written a meticulously detailed and scholarly account of the revival of the
Liberal Party since the dog days of the 1950s, and of the tribulations of the Liberal
Democrats since the merger with the SDP in the 1980s. The uneven path of British
Liberalism will prove the standard work on the subject, and it is of particular relevance at a
time when the Liberal Democrats seem on the brink of a revival. It is a contribution of great
importance to recent political history.'
Vernon Bogdanor, Professor of Government, King's College London
Review of The same-sex unions revolution in Western democracies
‘Kelly Kollman traces the internationalisation of the idea of same-sex unions that has
resulted in a remarkable transformation in the formal recognition of LGBT relationships.
This book provides a powerful and thought-provoking anatomy of this major shift, and a
testimony to the achievements of the LGBT movement, perhaps the most successful of the
social movements that emerged in the 1960s and 1970s.’
Jeffrey Weeks, Emeritus Professor of Sociology at London South Bank University
Review for Understanding Chinese politics
'This volume is brief, yet comprehensive. Moreover, the authors skilfully place their discussions on
contemporary Chinese politics within the historical context, especially the brutal wars and thoughtful
revolutions that gave birth to the current regime. Such a historical perspective is a necessity to anyone
who wants to understand the many apparent puzzles and paradoxes related to Chinese Politics.'
Yu Tao, Political Studies Review, May 2014

Review of Unstable universalities
'In this original and very well-researched book, Dr Newman tries to re-think the anarchist
tradition within a wide intellectual background centered in the general movement from
foundational to post-foundational political thought. He proposes the category of ´postanarchism´, which he links with comparable approaches such as post-structuralism and
even post-Marxism. This book will be extremely useful in re-awakening the interest in a
current of political thought which has lost its centrality over the past century.'
Ernesto Laclau
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